
Jumpstart’s vision is that every child in America enters kindergarten prepared to succeed. For nearly 25 years, 
Jumpstart has been making progress toward that goal by training thousands of college students and older 
volunteers to deliver an evidence-based program that fosters the development of language, literacy, and social-
emotional competencies in young children from low-income communities across the country. Jumpstart firmly 
believes that the most e�ective way to unlock the potential of each and every child and disrupt cycles of persistent 
poverty in our country is to ensure that high-quality early education taught by qualified and e�ective educators is 
available to all.

The work of supporting and expanding a�ordable, high-quality early education does not begin or end in the 
classroom. For more than two decades, Jumpstart’s model has provided us with a unique lens through which to view 
the early education field: from the perspective not only of a child in a preschool classroom, but also of a college 
student hoping to become an early educator. However, current and aspiring college students face extreme obstacles, 
including expensive tuition, a confusing and inadequate federal student grant and loan process, and a competitive 
and low-wage job market once they graduate. In 1979, it would have taken the average student 385.5 hours at 
minimum wage to a�ord a year of average college tuition; today’s college students would need to work 2,229 hours 
per year to fully a�ord average tuition.1 The high cost of higher education is particularly challenging for students 
from under-resourced communities who often struggle to a�ord the degree that is crucial for them to break the cycle 
of poverty. All students deserve access to an a�ordable higher education that provides them with ample workforce 
training opportunities within a realistic schedule. Jumpstart supports a more a�ordable and accessible higher 
education system that allows all students to reach their goals, and a wider range of programs that promotes service, 
workforce training, and loan forgiveness to encourage the next generation of early educators. In particular, Jumpstart 
advocates for:

Jumpstart supports increased funding for Federal Work Study, including an increase beyond the 7% 
community service requirement that encourages students to pursue careers in public service. Jumpstart also 
supports an update to the allocation formula in order to ensure these federal funds best serve low-income 
students.

Federal Work Study

Jumpstart supports legislation that seeks to make college more a�ordable and accessible, particularly for 
low-income and first-generation college students. These policies may include a simplified application 
process, grants that are pegged to the national inflation rate, and an expansion of grant programs for aspiring 
teachers, including early childhood educators. Jumpstart also supports state and local initiatives to reduce or 
eliminate college and university tuition, especially for low-income and first-generation students.

Affordability

Jumpstart supports an expansion of teacher loan forgiveness and cancellation programs to all early educators 
and the fulfillment and expansion of the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program.

Loan forgiveness

To learn more, visit jstart.org/policy

1 https://newrepublic.com/article/122814/how-many-hours-would-it-take-you-work-todays-college-tuition 
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